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And Nathan ſaid unto David, Thou art 
the Man, 2 Sam. xii. 7. 


HE Sentence I have made. 
uſe of to introduce this Diſ- 
me courſe was the Application 
of a well-contrived Parable, 
bo was thundered into the Ears of a King, 
and a great King tco, upon his being no- 
toriouſly guilty of the foul Sin of Adul- 
tery ; which, tho' a Crime of the blacks 
eſt Die, has been countenanced by the 


Example of other Kings ſince David. 


* Indecd this Vice has in all Ages and in 


A almoft 


64) 


almoſt all Nations been fo unhappily the 
Practice of Kings and Princes (ſaving 
thoſe moſt religious ones, whom propitious 
Heaven has continuꝰd to bleſs this Iſle with) 
they looking upon it as a conſiderable 
Branch of their Prerogative, that it may 
juſtly inſiſt upon being dignified above its 
Fellows, and lay claim to the Title Þ have 
bird given it of Ror Al. Yet Cauſe of great 
Lamentation it is, that a Crime which is 
the moſt ſenſibly injurious both to the 
private Subject and the Publick, which 
breaks the very firſt Bonds of all Society 
aſunder, ſhould be recommended and 


kept in Countenance by thoſe who are 


at the Helm of Society, who are appoint- 
ed to make Laws againſt theſe very Tranſ- 
greſſions they are guilty of, and are ready 
enough zo puniſh others for what they 
themſelves publickly and with Impunity 
commit. The Conſequences of which are 
fo very fatal, that I think I cannot better 
employ my Time than in furniſhing out 


a proper Caution, from this Story of King 


Dion, to * who may be in Power and 
SI 1TH 6k © ED 4 e 
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Authority amongſt us, to avoid and fly 
from ſuch an enormous Sin; or, if ever 
they ſhould unfortunately happen to be 
entangled in this Snare, to redeem them- 
ſelves from the Thraldom with the ut- 
moſt Contrition, and break away at once 
from the inſidious Arms of the ſtrange 
Waoman : And let all Princes and Magi- 
{trates, who are guilty of David's Crime, 
follow his Behaviour upon being reprov'd 
for it; for as ſoon as Nathan had faid, 
Thou art the Man, He replied, 
immediately, under a vaſt Surprize of 
Gricf and Confuſion, 1 have ſinned 
againſt the Lord ! 

Which meek and humble Deportment 
of a great. King (who might have been 
tempted to think himſelf above Controul) 
under the Conviction of a Crime, is an 
excellent Pattern for all thoſe co imitate, 
who fall under Correction for any Misbe- 
haviour. They ſhould learn from hence, 
never to ſtand up in Juſtification of that, 
which they know is not to be defended; 
never to harden their Faces againſt Re- 
proof, or under Chaſtiſement; nor ever 
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(6) 
to take up undue Reſentments againſt 
thoſe who adminiſter the ſame. 

+ Now the Caſe of David was as follows. 

- The King, from the Roof of his Houſe, 
had chanced to ſee Bathſheba, the beautiful 
Wife of Urzah, as ſhe was waſhing her- 
ſelf one Evening; and upon the Sight 
of her grew enflam'd with unlawful Love; 
and without once conſidering how great 
the Wickedneſs would be, how irreparable 
the Injury to his loyal Subject her Nuſ- 
band, he ſtrait diſpatched truſty Meſſengers 
(ſeldom wanted for fuch vile Purpoſes) to 
win her to his Pleaſure: She, a frail 
Woman, ſoon yielded to the powerful 
Temptation; and the Fruit ſoon after ap- 
peared to their Shame, for e're long ſhe 
proved with-child by him. 

And now the Crime of a defiled Bed 
was like to be too flagrant to be much 
longer conceal'd, unleſs the Husband could 
be call'd in in good Time to cover it. 
But he, either in his Simplicity not ſuſ- 
pecting, or in his Cunning diſſembling the 
Injury that had been done him, unluckily 
diſappointed the King's Deſign. 
| I can't 
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I can't indeed think the latter to be the 

Reaſon, for tis impoſſible that ſuch a 
gallant Man and brave Soldier as Urzab 
could be guilty of ſo mean, ſo daſtardly an 
Action, as to wink at the Defilement of his 
Bed, tho' done by his King; or to be a 
kind of negative Pimp either thro' Fear, 
or for the Sake of Luc re. If this had been 
the Caſe, he would have, perbaps, fairly 
brought her and offer'd up the willing 
Sacrifice himſelf: This therefore could not 
be Uriah's Caſe, and I hope there never 
was in the World a Creature fo groveling, 
ſo infamous a Paltroon, whoſe Caſe it 
could be; if there was, I ſhould think 
that Man very juſtly deſerved Uriab's 
Fate. But to proceed, 

David, out of a counterfeit Tenderneſs, 
was willing to diſpenſe with the Atten- 
dance of his faithful Seryant, and ſend 
him to repoſe himſelf at his own Houſe 
after his Journey: But Uriah faid unto 
David, The Ark, and Iſrael, and u- 
dab abide in Tents, and my Lord Joab, 
and the Servants of my Lord are encamp- 
ed in open Fields : Shall I then go into 

| mine 
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mine Hlanſe, to eat, and to drink, and to 
lie with'my Wife?” As thou liveſt, and as 


thy Soul liveth, IT will not do this Thing. 


Thus was the firſt Plot defeated, but 


"moſt unluckily for Ur;ah : For it Was 


ſoon ſuceeeded by another, and a much 
more fatal Stratagem. This loyal Heart, 
not capable ſo much as of thinking Evil 
of his Prince, was preſently ſent back 
to the Army, with a Sentence of Death 
againſt himſelf, The Inſtructions he cir- 
ried to the General were, that the inno- 
cent Uriah ſhould be ſet in the fore Front 


of the hotteſt Battle, and left expoſed to 


the thickeſt Shot of the Enemy. And 
ſo he fell a deſtin'd Victim, not ſo much 

the Force of the Ammonites, as the 
Cruelty of King David, who, following 
the Suggeſtions of an unbridl'd Luft, (of 
all wicked Counſellors the worſt) heaped 
Murder upon Adultery. 

And now the Mouth of all Complalat 


being ſtopped, as he imagined, and every 


Obſtacle removed, as ſoon as the Mock- 
ſolemnity of Mourning was over, he made 


| —_ Dc $i lawful Wife, highly ſa- 


tisfied, 


1 
tisfied, no doubt, with the undiſturb'd 
Poſſeſſion of the Woman whom ſo many 
Difficulties had endear'd to him. But what 
the King had done diſpleaſed the Lord. 
This Dream of Satisfaction laſted not long, 
he was awakened out of it by a ſtartling 
Meſſage from God, which, under the 
Covert of a Parable, entered into the ve- 
ry Secrets of his Heart, made him ſee the 
Filth and Corruption cf it with his own 
Eyes, and deteſt and pronounce Sentence 


againſt it with his own Lips. 


The Manner of the Prophet's Addreſs, 
and the Effect of it, the ſacred Story 
thus relates: Aud the Lord ſent Nathan 
unto David, and he came unto him, and 
ſaid unto him, There were two Men in 
one City, the onerich, and the other poor. 
The rich Man had exceeding many Flocks 
and Herds : But the poor Man bad no- 
thing ſave one little Ew-lamb, which he 


bad bought and nouriſhed up: And it grew 


up together with him, and with his Chil- 
dren; it did eat of his own Meat and 
drank of his own Cup, and lay in his Bo- 


ſom, and was wito him as a Daughter. 


E And 
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Aud there came a Traveller unto the rich 
Man, aud he ſpared to take of his own 
Flack and of his own Herd to dreſs for the 
Wayfariug Man, that was come unto him, 
but took the poor Man's Lamb, and dreſ- 
ſed it for the Man that was come to him. 
Aud David's Anger was greatly kindled 
againſt the Man, and he ſaid to Nathan, 
as. the Lord liveth, the Man that did 
this Thing ſpall ſurely die. And be ſpall 
reſtore the Lamb four-fold, becauſe he 
did this Thing, and becauſe he had no 
Pity. 

Thus ſpake David, as an Angel of 
God to diſcern Good from Ey 1 whilſt 
fir d with juſt Indignation to ſee this cru- 
el Oppreſſor puniſhed with the utmoſt 
Severify; when lo! to his great Surprize, 
he finds it bitterly retorted upon himſelf : 
And Nathan ſaid to David, Tuou art 
Tat Man: © Even, that mercileſs, that 
« pitileſs Man, whom thou haſt pronounc'd 
% not worthy to live: For, hot as thine 
cc Anger is at preſent, hotter was thy 
60 Luft that moved thee to take, not an 
10 Eis lan from poor Uriah, but the 
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« Wife out of his Boſom. What Injury can 
de more irreparable, what Oppreſſion 
« more barbarous, than that which thou 
% haſt been guilty of? Look no farther 
« therefore, but turn the Edge of thy 
« Zeal againſt thyſelf: For thou art the 
« very Man, that worſt of Oppreſſors, 
e that Adulterer, that Murderer, who, 
« by the Words of thine own Mouth, 

«& moſt juſtly deſerves to die.” 

How ready was this King to 99 
how zealous to puniſh an unmerciful Op- 
preſſor, not knowing who he was, (for the 
Perſon was but feign d) and yet how qui- 
etly could he tolerate in himſelf both the 
Adulterer and Murderer? How ſecurely 
could he take Pleaſure in a Woman'whom 
he knew to be the Spoil of another Man's 
Bed, and could not otherwiſe make his 
own, than by compaſſing the Death of her 
Hasband? And he who was fo tenderly 
ſenſible of what the poor Man was ſuppo- 
ſed to ſuffer, in having the Ew-Lamb he 
had fo carefully foſter'd, made a Diſh at his 
Neighbour's Table; be, I fay, could not 
poſſibly be ignorant, (and therefore how 

B 2 could 
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could he be inſenſible?) how much more 
the injur'd Uriah ſuffer'd ; in having the 
beauteous Bathſheba raviſh'd from him, 
by his Kix, to whom he might not ſay, 


War porsr THov? 
There was no Room for Compariſon 


between two Injuries of a Size fo very 
unequal. The King could not but know 
full well, had he the leaſt attended to it, 
that the Wiſe one loves is as near and 
dear to a Man, as his own Heart, that the 
| Property of the Marriage-bed' is the moſt 
precious, the moſt ſacred of all others; 

that a Wound in that niceſt Part of Ho- 
nour pierces the very Soul, that it bleeds 
inwardly, is born with Impatience, and 
heal'd, ifat all, with exceeding Dilliculty ; 
but that for the moſt part it imbitters all 
the Enjoyments, and deſtroys all the Com- 
forts: of Life. Which laſt, rho” the great- 
eſt Aggravation of of the Diſhonour done to 
| a Man's Bed,isone of the two only palliative 
Excuſes that, could have been made for the 
Cruelty of murdering Uriah : For it might 
be ſaid with ſomething of Truth (void of 


all P ity, a as the Murderer was) that it was 
Re - ſo 
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ſo much the leſs cruel to take away a 
Life which before he had rendred joylels 
and comfortleſs. 

The other Excuſe is, that David had 
ſtill Grace enough left to be aſbamed of 
his Guilt, tho' he had not enough. to 
quit the continuing in it ; he knew, that, 
if the Husband lived, the Affair muſt 
become publick, which he juſtly thought 
would appear ſo vile and ſcandalous in the 
Eyes of the World, would be of ſuch 
manifeſt bad Example to his Subjects, 
and ſuch a Reproach to his own royal 
Character and Office, that he trembled 
at the Thoughts of it. He had not ſo 
far thrown off all Senſe of Shame, all 
Regard to the Morals of his People, or 
the Laws of the Country he reigned 0- 
ver, as to triumph in his Iniquity, to 
proclaim his Crime by Sound of Trum:- 
fet, and to declare with a loud Voice at 
the Head of his Troops, IAN TAE Max. 
He thought this would have been effa- 
Lliſhing and dignifying of Vice in fo fla- 
grant a Manner, and would have been of 


tach high Wl Tondency, hk even taking 
away 


(14) 
away. the Liſe of a ſingle Man ſeem'd 
leſs eriminal. But as the Caſe was 
utterly incapable of any Palliation, tis 
marvellous the King ſhould not ſee, with- 
out being ſhewn, how irreparable the 
Injury was, of which he had been guilty. 


In the Heat of his Indignation againſt a 


ſuppoſed Oppreſſor, he put on the Seve- 
rity of a Judge, more rigorous than the 
Law directed; ſor he doom'd the Perſon 


to die, over — above the legal Penalty 


of a four-fold Reſtitution : When, had he 
turn'd. his Eyes inward, he muſt unavoid- 
ably have ſcen, that it was impoſſible for 
him to reſtore Purity and Chaſtity to the 
Wie whom he bad polluted with Adulte- 
Ty 3 or to reſtore Life tc. the Husband 
whom he had made an inhumane Sacrifice 


to his Luſt. 


Having thus given. a full and true 


State of David's Caſe, and ſhewn the 


Enormity,; of his Crime, I ſhall from 
hence take Occaſion to prove, that the 
Governors of any People, both temporal 
and ſpiritual, both Princes and Prelates, 


Kings and Archbiſheps are under the 


high - 


( If ) 


higheſt Obligation to keep themſel ves all 


that may be, free from any ſuch foul Ble- 


mith, as that of Adultery leſt the Exe- 
cution of their proper Office ſhould turn 
to their greater Shame and Condemna- 
tion, | 

This is too plain to be diſputed by a- 


ny body, that lends the leaft ſerious At- 


tention to it, For our Princes and Pre- 
lates are both in their ſeveral Capacities, 
the Miniſters of God, and honoured with 
a Truſt from him; the Truft of the Pre- 
late is to declare and inculcate the Word 
of God, to adminiſter ſober Admonition, 
and ſharp Reproof as there may be oc- 
caſion, to win and to urge Men to their 
dae Obedience, by ſetting the Tenour of 
the divine Promiſes and Threats before 
their Eyes, ſuch as relate chiefly to ano- 
ther World; and, where all other Mo- 
tives are leſs regarded, to call in the Se- 
verity of Diſcipline, as a neceflary En- 
forcement to ſound Doctrine. The Truſt 
of the King is to promote the Practice 
of true Religion and Virtue, by human 


Laws, ſtrengthen'd by temporal Sancti- 


ons, 


1 
ons, and to ſee the legal Penalties duly 
inflicted upon the Diſorderly and Licen- 
tious. © 6 ge 
This their reſpective Truſt they are 
bound faithfully to execute, of which 
alſo they muſt expect to render a ſtrict 
Account. And whatſoever, thro' their 
own voluntary Default, znd;ſpoſes or un- 
fits them for the Performance of the Duty 
incumbent on them, will certainly be ac- 
counted a Neglect of Duty and a Breach 
of Truſt. And nothing can more indiſpoſe 
or unfit a Man for the due Diſcharge of 
the Paſtoral Office, or the due Exerciſe 
of the Regal Authority, than a vitious 
Converſation and lewd Example. 

For when Men have this viſible Stain 
upon their Character, or know themſelves 
to lie too open to the Suſpicion, they will 
be under a ſtrong Temptation, either to 
decline their Duty in each of the Reſpects, 


or at leaſt do it very remiſsly, and with 
great Partiality and Indulgence towards 
Vice, .in one kind or other. For they 
who are addicted to Vice themſelves, can 
haye no true Zeal to ſee it reform'd in 
e others, 


(17) 
others, no - Concern for God's Honour, 
no conſcientious Motive to incite them to 
exert their proper Authority, for the Re- 
proof or Correction of thoſe who are under 
their Care or Power. But worldly Mo- 
tives they will always have to Connivance 
and Indifference, the Conſcienciouſneſs of 
their own Guilt, and the Fear of being 
openly diſgraced for it, will always ſtand, 
as a Lion, in the Way, to affright them 
from their Duty. And this very Appre- 
henſion will, for the moſt part, be enough 
to make them wholly unaCtive, or to diſ- 
arm them of their Courage and Vigour, 
at leaſt, in the Execution of the Laws 
againſt Injuſiice and Immorality: To lay 
the leaſt that can be, when Men are thus 
conſcious, they will hardly fail to thew a 


Tenderneſs and Indulgence towards thoſe 


particular Vices of which they know them» 
ſelves guilty. If Nathan had brought his 
Information directly againſt one, that had 
been an Adulterer, it is more than pro- 
bable, the Senſe of Guilt and meer Shame 
would have quenched the Heat of the 

ing s Zcal, to ſec another Perſon ſoꝰ ſe- 
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verely puniſhed, when he had deſerved 
no leſs, himſelſ. From his real Conduct, 
when it appeared to be his own Caſe, we 
may preſume he would have been firſt re- 
veng'd upon himſelf, by the bittereſt Re- 
pentance, before he would have acted as a 
Miniſter of Vengeance againſt a Perſon 
guilty of the ſame Crimes with himſelf. 
And as the Sound of thoſe four Syllables 
from the Mouth of the Prophet, Thou art 
the Man,threw King David into the utmoſt 
Confuſion, becauſe his own Heart ſmote 
him at the ſame Time; ſo doubtleſs the 
very Fear of ſuch a Recrimination would 
make other vitzous Kings very backward 
and tender in chaſtiſing Vice, (eſpecially 
the Vice they love themſelves) becauſe 
they are ſenſible *tis in the Power of all 
their Subjects to bring the Accuſation 
back to their own Door. 

And as this guilty Shame or Fear leaves 
Men who are vitious themſelves but lit- 
tle Spirit or Inclination to be the Re- 
provers or Correctors of Vice in others, 
altho' it be the Duty of their Place and 
Calling, ſo it makes them indeed the 
N moſt 
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moſt unſit Perſons that can be for ſuch 
a Charge, and the moſt unlikely to 
ſucceed well in the good Work. For 
'tis but too natural for People, when 
they are taxed, tho never ſo juſtly, with 
their Faults, to ſeek for Shelter under 
any Excuſe they can lay hold on; and 
they hope to keep themſelves in tolera- 
ble Countenance, if they have it but to 
ſay, that they are no worſe than their 
Neighbours, eſpecially if they can alledge, 
that their Governors are as bad as they ; 
this they will be haſty enough to catch 
at, eren perhaps when there is no Truth 
in it at the Bottom; but if there be, 
they will not fail to inſiſt on it, as think- 
ing it the readieſt Way to divert a Pro- 
ſecution, or skreen themſelves from Cen- 
ſure. When Men, who are fond of their 
Sins, have ſuch a Refuge as this, they 
will be apt to deſpiſe all Correction and 
Reproof, as being perſuaded, that the 
Prince is not much in earneſt, when 
he puts on the Brow of Authority, to 
threaten or reprehend thoſe Practices in 
others, which he is known to indulge in 
himſelf, It will be thought ſufficient to 

BY -: give 
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give Him back. the Proverb as a ſeaſona- 
ble Mementa, Phyſician heal thyſelf. 
Now altho' they who are ſo inexcuſe- 


able themſelves, can never furniſh any 


Excuſe. to others for tranſgreſſing the 
Laws of God, yet ſince there is ſo much 
more Force in an ill Pattern to corrupt 
our Nature, than there is in good Laws 
to reform it; and ſince this is ſo apt to 
be the 98 of Men's hardening 
themſelves in their Impenitence, it is 
moſt evident, that the Magiſtrate is un- 
der the ſtricteſt Obligation to ſupport 
and invigorate his n by a vir- 
tuous Example. 

And without all doubt, as the Obli- 
gation of Perſons ſo entruſted, is very 
ſtrict, ſo their Account will be very ſe- 
vere, becauſe their Offences muſt needs 
be exceedingly "ey in the Sight of 
God. b g. 

For in the firſt — 1 whoſe Bu- 


ſineſo it is to teach others. their Duty, 


or to keep. them withia the Bounds. of it, 
if they tranſgrefs themſelves, . they muſt 
* maſt n and dixectly 

; againſt 
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againſt Knowledge ; for they cannot rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to be ignorant of 
their own Duty ; or if they be, even 
that will be a great Addition to their Sin, 
becauſe it muſt proceed from a wilful 
Neglect. Then it muſt be remember'd, 
that the Tranſgreſſions of thoſe who are 
in the Magiſtracy, over and above the 
proper Guilt of the Sins themſelves, are 
chargeable with a Breach of Truft, as 
having, by their own Misbehaviour, un- 
qualified themſelves for the faithful and 
ſucceſsful Execution of their Office ; 
which will aſſuredly add to the Burden 
of their Account. Beſides, the Scandal 
that is given by Men in Authority af- 
feats their Authority, while it expoſes 
their Perſons, it brings the Office many 
times into Contempt, and Religion 
itſelf not ſeldom into Queſtion; which 
muſt needs be an Enhancement to the 
Guilt. For we read, 1 Sam. ii. 17. That 
the Sin of the young Men was very 
great before the Lord, when Men (by 
reaſon of their Vileneſs) abborred the Of- 
fering to the Lord. Add to all this, that 
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the ill Examples of Magiſtrates have too 
fatal an Influence in corrupting the Man- 
ners of the People. For as there is a great 
Proneneſs to Evil in our Nature, ſo Men 
are generally pretty apt to tread in the 
Steps of their Superiors, eſpecially when 


they lead the ſame way that their own In- 


clination bends. In vain ſhall Virtue and 
Religion be authoritatively taught and 
enjoin'd, when the Authority deſtroys 
itſelf, by the immoral and impious Practices 
of thoſe who exerciſe it. Their Laws and 
Injunctions in that Caſe, will be but lightly 
regarded, but their Practices will be indu- 
ſtriouſly imitated. It muſt needsbe that when 
Offences come, ſuch Examples will always 
be Snares in the Way of frail and heedleſs 
People ut woe to THAT Man by whom 
the Offence cometh. When they, who are 
by Office the Guardians of the Law, are 
in fact notorious Law-breakers; when the 
Reprovers of the Works of Darkneſs, are 
Partakers in them; when the Shepherds 
lead their Flocks aſtray, and the Watch- 
men are the Betrayers of their Charge, 
how great muſt the Offence be, that com- 
eth by their Means? And how ſtrict will 

| the 
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the Inquiſition be, when God ſhall come 
to require the Blood of thoſe Souls at their 
Hands? How intolerable the Puniſhment 
that they ſhall be doomed to, under the 
accumulated Load, not only of their own 
perſonal Guilt, but of all that they have 
been acceſſary to in others, of all the Wick- 
edneſs that hath been propagated in the 
World by the Contagion of their Exam- 
ples ? 

From whence and from all the foregoing 
Conſiderations, it is moſt apparent, that 
our Magiſtrates and Governors, as remem- 
bring the Account they muſt one Day 

give, are under the higheſt Obligation, to 
| keep themſelves free from ſuch flagrant 
injurious Crimes as that of Adultery, left 
the Execution of their proper Office 
ſhould turn to their greater Reproach, and 
they ſhould have it retorted upon them 
in the Words of the Apoſtle, Thou that 
ſayeſt (or makeſt Laws) that a Man 
ſhould not commit AvuLTttery, doſt thou 
commit ADULTERY ? 

There is now but one Particular more I 
ſhall touch on, which is, to admoniſh that 

| Man, 
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Man, whoever he be, that ſhall fall into 
this grievous Sin, to recover himſelf by an 
immediate and timely Repentance : And 
this is ſuggeſted by King David's Example, 

Men's principal Care, indeed, ſhould 
be, to ſhun all flagrant and notorious 
Crimes, ſuch as cannot be committed by 
them but inOppoſition to the Light of their 
own Minds; becauſe ſuch Crimes as theſe 
lay waſte the Conſcience, and leave Sin- 
ners in an open Way, to proceed without 
Reſtraint, from Evil to Evil, till they 
have filled up the Meaſure of their Ini- 
quity, That is evidently ſeen in the 
ſwift Progreſs that David made in Wick- 
edneſs, after he had once engag'd with 
his unlawful Amour with Bathſbeba. 
His firſt Stratagem, in reſpect of what 
follow'd, might ſeem to be comparative- 
ly innocent: That was only to call in 
the Husband to be the Concealer. of the 
Injury and Diſhonour done to his Bed, 
by accompanying with his Wiſe; that 
the Child ſhe went with might paſs for 
his own : But this Plot miſcarrying, the 
King's Invention was foon at work again; 
the 
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the Affair being in ſo ill a Situation, 
'twas thought the readieſt Way to get 
rid of the Husband at once, and by that 
Means to ſecure a Property in the Wife. 
This was immediately reſolved upon, 
and, by a baſe. and diſhonourable Contri- 
vance, executed; and all without the leaſt 
Difficulty or Scruple. For his Conſci- 
ence had already ſwallow'd the foul Sin 
of Adultery, and therefore was not fo 
ſqeemiſh, as to reject the bloody Mur- 
der, when it was judg'd ſerviceable to the 
Accompliſhment of his Deſires. 

Of all Sins, the Habits of Unclean- 
neſs are moſt wretchedly enſnaring and 
enſlaving ; there is none that takes a 


Man more out of his own Power, or ſets 


him at a greater Diſtance from the Influ- 
ences of Grace; and conſcquently leaves 


him more at the Mercy of the Tempter 


Solomon's elegant Deſcription of the 
young Wanton, caught in the Toil of the 
ſubtle Harlat, gives us ſo ſtrong an Image 
of the Miſery and Slavery of ſuch a Pro- 
fligate, as would move any Heart but 
his, which is grown as hard as the Fore- 
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head of his graceleſs Companion, to 
whoſe Enchantments he hath fold himſelf, 
And therefore, he goeth after hey as an 
Ox to the Slaughter, or as a Fool to the 
Correttian of the Stocks, till a Dart 
firike thro” his Liver ; as 4 Bird haſteth 
to the Snare, and knoweth not that it is 
for his Life. His Folly and Shame, the 
Waſte of his Health, Reputation and 
Power, the Diſtreſs of his Family, and 
the Lamentations of his Friends, move 
him not one Jot: On he goes, inſenſible 
as a Brute, haſtening to ſee his Ruin com- 
pleated, and then at the laſt he begins to 
mourn; when his Fleſh and Body are con- 
ſumed; and ſay, How have I bated In- 
ſtruct iam and my Heart deſpiſed Reproof ? 
And have not obeyed the Voice of my 
Teachers, nor mclined mine Ear to them 
that mſtrutted me? I was almoſt in all 
Evil in the midſt of the Congregation and 
Aſſembly. One of Which  Evils, and a 
very ſad one it is, is that of Family Diſ- 
cord and Confuſion. This is a ſure Con- 
comitant of Aaultery . The Mas that 
ts his Affections on Strangers and Har- 
NA ö lots, 


1 
tots; is ſoon forgetful of his own Children 
and his Father's Houſe. The wily Pro- 
ſtitute will never leave him, till ſhe brings 
him over entirely to her own Schemes 
and Parpoſes, and makes him throw off 
all Regard, and all Afection for any but 
herſelf. Beſides, the Adulterer being con- 
ſcious that he is doing the utmoſt Injury 
to his own Family, and bringing the 
higheſt Diſgrace upon them, he knows 
how juſtly he may expect, and therefore 
dreads their Remonſtrances and Com- 
plaints; this makes him take hold of any 
Opportunity, or ſerve himfclf with any 
Excuſe for keeping them at a Diſtance 
from him, to prevent their In{pefjon of 
his Iniquity and bad Conduct. And fo, 
to make amends for abuſing them in that 
Reſpect, uſes them Sarbarouſly and un- 
naturally in every Reſpect elſe. 

Another Evil is that of publick Dif. 
cord and Confuſion ; for if the Adultreſs, 
on whom the Prince, or Governor of any 


| | People, has placed his Aﬀections, ſhould 


Happen to have different Sentiments, 
either in Civil or Religious Matters, from 
D 3 him- 
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himſelf as well as thoſe he rules over, ſhe 


will have it too much in her Power to 


corrupt the gocd Principles he profeſles, 


and for the Maintenance of which his 


Crown. and Dignity is ſupported. The 
fatal Conſequences of which, as they have 


been too often ſeen, ſo they ought to be 


dreaded by all ſuture Princes. 
And indeed habitual Whoremongers 


nd Aaulterers do find themſelves, ſooner 


or later, drawn into almoſt all Evil, al- 


moſt all Kind of Wickedneſs and Miſ- 


chief, and that in the publick View of the 
People, to their laſting Infamy, in par- 
ticular, as it happened in the Caſe of King 


David. I believe more Murders have 


been on account of ſuch criminal En- 
gagements, than upon any one Occaſion 
beſides. And therefore the Warning, the 


wiſe Man gives us of the whoriſh Woman, 
is applicable in this Senſe ; Let not thine 


Heart decline to her Ways, go not aſtray 


in her Paths. For ſhe bath caſt down 


many wounaded ; yea, many ſtrong Men 


have been ſlain by her. Her Houſe is the 


Way 
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Way to Hell, going down io the Chambers 
of Death. 

Whoever then would keep free from 
theſe many and great Tranſgreſſions, muſt 
never give himſelf up to the adulterous 
Woman: Or, if he has once taken the 
Fire into his Boſom, let him ſhake it 
out inſtantly, and fo eſcape being con- 
ſumed by it. And if any Prince or Mo- 
uarch ſhall hereafter, like King David. 
be notoriouſly guilty of this Royal Sin, 
however great he may think himſelf, or 
however poſitive and obſtinate he may be 
in other Reſpects, yet let him follow the 
meek King David's Example here, in 
patiently ſubmitting to Reproof, and re- 
Penting of the Evil he has done, Let 
him ſincerely ſing over the penitential 
Palm for what is paſt, and take heed for 
the future that he ſin no more; 1o only 
can he expect the ſame favourable An- 
ſwer, which King David received, And 
Nathan ſaid unto David, The Lord aljo 
has put away thy Sin, Thou ſhalt not die. 


THE END. 
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